




Since its inception the AYK SSI has funded 53 salmon research projects addressing salmon research needs across the region. 
Beginning in 2006, research priorities were drawn from the AYK SSI Research and Restoration Plan (RRP), which serves as the 
science-based roadmap guiding the Initiative’s “Invitations to Submit Research Proposals” and ensuring that available funds target 
the highest priority research questions and issues. 

Geographic Distributions of Funded Projects

Our fifty-three projects are broken down into the areas addressed among the four sub-regions: Norton Sound Area, Yukon River 
Watershed, Kuskokwim River Watershed, the Bering Sea, plus a set of AYK SSI region wide projects. Projects were assigned to 
sub-regions based on the principle focus of the project objectives and methods. Tangential references to other watersheds were not 
sufficient reason to add a project to a second sub-region. 

In light of the broad range of priorities addressed over the past six years, it is significant that the figure at right shows a fairly even 
distribution of projects among the four sub-regions. Thirteen projects are focused in the Norton Sound Area, eleven in the Yukon 
River Watershed and twelve in the Kuskokwim River Watershed. The Bering Sea ecosystem is the focus of eight projects and 
another nine projects address topics of region-wide significance.



BERING SEA - MARINE PROJECTS
Project	 Principal	 Project
#	 Investigator	 Title

809	 Agler	 Historical Analyses of AYK and Asian Chum

610	 Farley	 Juvenile AYK Chum Salmon Growth and Condition

719	 Kondzela	 Analysis of Immature Bering Sea Chum

712	 Myers	 Climate-Ocean Effects on Chinook Salmon

410	 Nielsen	 Retrospective Analysis of AYK Chinook Growth

306	 Svejkovsky	 Satellite-Derived Environmental Database

632	 Templin	 Stock-Specific forecast of AYK Chinook Salmon

711	 Weingartner	 Juvenile Salmon Dispersal: Drifter Based

YUKON RIVER WATERSHED PROJECTS
Project	 Principal	 Project
#	 Investigator	 Title

724	 Borba	 Fall Chum Distribution in Upper Tanana

607	 Bromaghin	 Selective Fishery Impacts on Yukon River Chinook

806	 Bromaghin	 Fecundity of Yukon River Chinook Salmon

414	 Elkin	 Community Based Collection of Fishery Data

436	 Finn	 Habitat-Based Method to Assess Summer Chum Salmon

406	 Margraf	 Energy Content of Yukon River Chinook Salmon

622	 Moncrieff	 Indicators of Salmon Run Abundance and Timing

314	 Spencer	 Telemetry and Mark Recapture for Yukon River Chinook

426	 Spencer	 Summer Chum Salmon Distribution in the Yukon River

702	 Wipfli	 Ecology and Demographics of Chinook

808	 Zuray	 Rapids Student Data Collection

NORTON SOUND AREA PROJECTS
Project	 Principal	 Project
#	 Investigator	 Title

416	 Brase 	 Coho Salmon Abundance in the Unalakleet River

803	 Burnett	 Landscape Predictors of Coho Salmon

439	 Dunmall	 Salmon Habitat Restoration on the Nome River

502	 Dunmall	 Genetic Variation in Norton Sound Chum

721	 Lean	 Nome River Coho Salmon Abundance and Survival

804	 Lean	 Testing Production Models in the Fish River

401	 Magdanz	 Subsistence Salmon Harvests 1994-2003 Norton Sound

601	 Raymond-	 Using LTK to Understand Long-Term Variability In N.S. Salmon	
	 Yakobian

614	 Ruggerone	 Retrospective Analyses of Chum and Coho Salmon

807	 Ruggerone	 Norton Sound Chinook Growth and Production

731	 Smoker	 Seward Peninsula Sockeye Smolt Studies

430	 Todd	 Chum Salmon in the Unalakleet River Drainage	

501	 Zimmerman	 Otolith Microchemistry Norton Sound Salmon

AYK REGION-WIDE PROJECTS
Project	 Principal	 Project
#	 Investigator	 Title

708	 Collie	 Risk Assessment Framework for AYK Salmon

301	 Darr	 Kuskokwim, Yukon, and Kotzebue Data Rescue

303	 Goodman	 Uncertainty Analysis for Western Alaska Chum Begs

606	 Hilborn	 Methods for Escapement Goals in the AYK Region

425	 Olsen	 Population Size of Chinook Salmon from AYK Rivers

617	 Olsen	 Landscape Genetics of AYK Salmon Populations

714	 Overland	 Future Climate/Habitat of AYK Ecosystems

405	 Peterman	 Review of Design Principals to Restore AYK Salmon

735	 Schroeder	 Alaska Native Science & Engineering Program

KUSKOKWIM RIVER WATERSHED PROJECTS
Project	 Principal	 Project
#	 Investigator	 Title

309	 Coffing	 Kuskokwim Area Subsistence Salmon Harvest Surveys

810	 Crane	 Kuskokwim River Coho Genetics

409	 Gilk	 Fall Chum Salmon in the Kuskokwim River Drainage

618	 Gilk	 Kuskokwim Sockeye Salmon Investigations

310	 Kerkvliet	 Population Estimates of Kuskokwim River Salmon

802	 McPhee	 Ecotypic Variation in AYK Sockeye Stocks

612	 Molyneaux	 Kuskokwim Chinook Salmon Run Reconstruction

801	 Molyneaux	 Kuskokwim Coho Salmon Investigations

725	 Olsen	 Heritability of Traits in Wild Chinook

805	 Ruggerone	 Productivity of Kuskokwim Juvenile Coho

424	 Zimmerman	 Body Condition and Feeding Ecology of Kuskokwim 		
		  Chum Salmon Fry

619	 Zimmerman	 Juvenile Salmon Migration, Kwethluk River, Alaska
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Contact Info
www.aykssi.org

Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim Sustainable Salmon Initiative

110 W. 15th Ave, Unit A • Anchorage, Alaska 99501

(907) 279-6519 phone • (888) 927-2732 toll free 

(907) 258-6688 fax • e-mail: karen.gillis@bsfaak.org
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